Pastor’s Letter January 2010
At the Christmas Eve Carol singing in the town square, Christine from the Methodist Church prayed a very thought-provoking prayer. She prayed for all those for whom this Christmas was going to be their first (and everyone there from BeFC immediately thought of baby Christopher) and then she prayed for whom Christmas 2009 would prove to be their last and everyone dropped silent.

We never know which Christmas will prove to be our last; but one thing is certain – we all will have a last one. Probably most of us have known family or friends dying well before their time; be that through accident, illness or a tragedy and as we start this New Year, none of us have a guarantee that we will see next Christmas. If this sounds all rather maudlin – it isn’t! The challenge I need to set myself every January is to finish the year better than I start it.  In my case that means combating laziness, being more attentive to my family, not wasting money, getting more serious with God.

At BeFC the sermons during January are going to focus on some of the very positive benefits of following Jesus Christ. So often, those outside of the faith assume that being a Christian means “Don’t do that, don’t go there, don’t enjoy things like that, don’t, don’t, don’t!” and sometimes we have done little to correct that misunderstanding. Sometimes, too, those of us who have been Christians a while can slip into a routine which ceases to be a rhythm and becomes a rut. This ends up meaning life loses its sparkle. 
My desire is that we start the year positive and then continue on in that frame of mind. It is brilliant being a Christian – Christ offers us everything we could ever want or need. It is also brilliant being part of a local Christian church – more varied than a family, more interesting than a committee, more fun than going to work and more meaningful than watching television. Let’s all start the year determined to seriously seek more of God, to joyfully serve Him and to positively enjoy Him; this way even if we don’t get to see Christmas 2010, then we will finish well and Christ will welcome us into His Kingdom with the words “Well done, good and faithful servant!”
