Things have been going very well in BeFC so far during 2010 - we have had the pleasure of welcoming several visitors, a couple of new families have been joining us on a regular basis and the Mothering Sunday service was full and also very well re​ceived - the Sunlight Club did us proud.

While the numbers have been very encouraging, I am even more encouraged by some individuals and their contribution to church life. Don't worry, I'm not going to em​barrass anyone but to see folk taking part in new ways or taking on new commitments or showing love in an imaginative way is a sure sign of God moving amongst us and I pray it will continue as we move into spring.

Talking of which, after such a long winter it has been uplifting to see the flowers com​ing up and the leaves starting to come again on the trees; colour is returning and I, for one, am glad to see it. Come the end of February you wonder whether or not the winter will ever end but, sure enough, the shoots do come through and creation comes to life again. Of late, some dear people in and around our church have been going through what could be described as a spiritual winter. God has seemed distant, prayer pointless and church life little more than a treadmill yet we can take comfort from the fact that the thaw does come, winter does not last for ever, shoots of life do poke their heads up again.

This week I visited a man I know in the Lindholme Immigration Removal Centre; this friend has had an awful life - he saw his parents, wife and children hacked to death, he somehow survived being stabbed and tortured and made it to England. Life in England has not gone as expected and he has had several problems, including spending time on the streets and in jail. While I was talking to "Mike" this week he flipped open his Bible, to Ecclesiastes 3 -1 There is a time for everything, and a sea​son for every activity under heaven:2 a time to be bom and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot,3 a time to kill and a time to heal, a time to tear down and a time to build, 4 a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance. - and told me that this passage helped him come to terms with the suffering he has seen and endured, he is confident that God will turn things around and that life will come good again. As "Mike" goes through his winter he is anticipating the spring; the return of warmth, light and new life. And he is praying hard that that would be soon.

Things are going very well in church, you could say we are going through a season akin to spring, but let's build on it- please continue to invite your friends along, be brave and volunteer to do something you haven't tried before, keep asking God how you can be a blessing to someone.

One sign of God moving in our church is that He is calling some people to move away! At the end of this month Rose Leggott will be going to the heat and humidity of Cam​bodia to join a team of children's workers for an initial period of one year. Rose has been invaluable in the Sunlight Club and I am sure she will prove to be so with her new ministry. On 25 April we will have a commissioning service for her and I encourage you to come to that, to commit to pray for her and to bless her any way you can.

Spring gives us hope that fruit will eventually come - we pray for Rose and we pray for BeFC; these great signs of life we have seen will indeed bring a harvest.

Simon Carter

