Pastor’s Page May 2010

As I write this I have just returned from the Holiday Inn, Sheffield. No it wasn’t because I had been to a pastor’s conference or even to enjoy a nice meal with my wife. The truth is; I went to audition for a tv quiz show. The other people who were trying out included a collector of comics, a grown man who hounds celebrities for autographs and a man who spends his weekends in night clubs as a drag queen. When you watch your television you wonder if these odd people actually exist and I can say; yes, they definitely do. They all thought of me as being odd too; partly because of being a pastor but also because of my slightly nerdy hobby (if you don’t know what that is, you’ll just have to ask me.) However, we had a fun couple of hours together and now we’re all waiting to see if we got through to appear on the actual programme.

I then went to a pub and had my lunch. It proved to be a rough and ready sort of place (it was the price of the food that attracted me). As I ate my chips and read my book I found myself listening to the conversation taking place at the next table. Sparing you the actual language employed, their topics ranged all the way from greyhounds to their tattoos to football and back again. Again, I felt a little bit odd; knowing I didn’t fit in, in that particular pub.

In John 17 Jesus prays for his disciples and speaks of us being in the world but not of the world, just as he himself was in the world but not of it. The living out of this concept has exercised Christians since the very beginning but if we take into account Jesus eating with the religious hypocrites and also with the so-called dregs of society, then we see that clearly does not mean isolating ourselves away from those who don’t live Christ’s way. By the same token, Jesus maintained his purity and integrity no matter what company he found himself in. These thoughts have come to me these past few days because someone in BeFC recently said to me that they were glad I watched tv and listened to popular radio as pastors can sometimes live in ivory towers and lose touch with their congregations. I hope I get the balance right.

So, yes I have applied to be a contestant on a quiz show and I hope to continue enjoying the experience and, of course, it would be nice to actually end up winning; it would be hypocritical to sit and watch it at home but then tut when someone who follows Christ  appears on it, as they often do. One reason why I applied is that my children got fed up with me shouting at the television night after night but not having the courage to have a go myself. I pray, if I actually get selected, that I would be a faithful representation of someone who follows the one who promised abundant life, that I would be warm and encouraging to the other contestants/ BBC staff and that I would maintain my moral integrity regardless of what the host might say to me.
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May this be true of all of us; no matter who we find ourselves with, what we find ourselves doing or if we are judge a bit odd by someone else. As to which programme I auditioned for, well that would be telling, but there are a few clues in this text and here’s another one:
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